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Save the Prairie Society (STPS) is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit 
50l(c)(3) organization incorporated in 1975.  STPS works in 
partnership with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, the 
Forest Preserve District of Cook County and the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission to preserve and restore Wolf Road 
Prairie, a Dedicated Nature Preserve. 

Natural Areas Rescue Fund (NARF) was initiated in 1993 by 
STPS as a land acquisition project to save imperiled “orphan” 
natural areas and threatened and endangered species in Illinois.

STPS is a member of Chicago Wilderness, Earth Share of Illinois 
and The Land Trust Alliance. We support local, statewide and 
national conservation and environmental causes. STPS docents 
lead tours at Wolf Road Prairie and the Prairie House for student 
and adult groups. We offer monthly educational programs and 
events at Wolf Road Prairie and the Prairie House as a community 
service, and  work to promote the site as a  tourism destination 
that highlights conservation and history.
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WOLF ROAD PRAIRIE 
PARTNERS

Chicago Wilderness Consortium
Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Friends of the Forest Preserves
Great Lakes Aquatic Habitat Fund

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission
Lower DesPlaines, Ecosystem Partnership

Midwest SOARRING Foundation
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Salt Creek Greenway Association
Save the Prairie Society

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

The Society’s mission is to:
 acquire natural areas and wildlife habitat
 preserve, protect and enhance biodiversity
 restore native ecosystems
 offer field trips, prairie tours and natural,    
                   historic and cultural programs and events at   
     Wolf Road Prairie and the Prairie House
 promote connection to nature through the arts 
              work to restore the historic Prairie House as a   
              Nature Center and Museum. 
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WE THANK YOU  Illinois State Comptroller, Judy Baar Topinka  for  your continued encouragement 
and support of  Wolf Road Prairie and the future nature center/museum! 

For over thirty years, I have supported the continued preservation and restoration of 
the 80- acre Wolf Road Prairie Nature Preserve and 43- acre Hickory Lane buffer lands 
located between 31st Street and Constitution Drive west of Wolf Road in Westchester. 
With a wetland centrally located within the heart of the preserve, Wolf Road Prairie is 
home to over 140 species of birds having been documented either using the preserve 
for migratory stopovers or for habitat and nesting needs. I have witnessed the site grow 
into a popular destination for photographers, artists, scientists, teachers, students and 
nature resource professionals. Foreign visitors travel from around the world to join bird 
and nature lovers in experiencing this Illinois treasure. 

Wolf Road Prairie is a “legacy project.” Along with the Franzosenbusch Prairie House 
project, that will create a nature center and museum, educating visitors on the rich  

history and enriching the interests of the next generation of preservationists that will secure Wolf Road Prairie Nature Pre-
serve’s existence for the next century. Respecting nature and its inhabitants today produces benefits for generations to come. 

Judy Baar Topinka

Illinois State Comptroller

Judy Baar Topinka, Illinois State Comptroller 
Open letter to Save the Prairie Society with Affiliate Franzosenbush Heritage Project 

            November 2012
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If you have visited Wolf Road Prairie recently, you undoubtedly noticed the dramatic visual 
impact that this year’s ecological management work has had on the site.  The combined 
efforts of dedicated volunteers and agency staff have made 2012 an important year for the 
restoration of the prairie.  In winter, volunteers with Save the Prairie Society and Salt Creek 
Greenway Association joined forces with staff of the Illinois Department of Natural Resourc-
es, the llinois Nature Preserves Commission, and the Forest Preserve District of Cook County 
to remove persistent invasive brush during several workdays. The Forest Preserve District conducted a prescribed burn of the south 
half in spring, which has been memorialized via aerial photography on Google Maps. In summer, Save the Prairie Society volunteers 
continued their tireless search-and-destroy weed eradication missions.  Witness Tree Native Landscapes, with funding from Salt Creek 
Greenway Association and a grant from the Department of Natural Resources, made great progress in the control of the exotic invader 
common reed (Phragmites australis).  The Forest Preserve District resumed brush removal work in the south savanna in fall, uncover-
ing old concrete lamp posts formerly abandoned with plans to develop the site.  Throughout the seasons, Save the Prairie Society and 
Salt Creek Greenway Association led group tours, offered interpretive programs, and supported the important work of reconnecting 
people with nature; only with our careful stewardship can the rare biota of Wolf Road Prairie endure.  Several projects are planned for 
early 2013, including brush removal generously funded by Save the Prairie Society, joint volunteer and staff workdays, and hopefully 
another prescribed burn to bolster these efforts.   

Management update at the Prairie   

Kristin Pink, Cook County Resource Ecologist 
Photo above: L to R: Kristin, State Biologist Dan Kirk and representatives from Tallgrass Restoration meet with 

STPS Steward Larry Godson (photographer) to discuss the Buckthorn removal contract.
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YOU ARE
IMPORTANT!

Contributions from our do-
nors are acknowledged with 
grateful thanks and appre-
ciation and represent crucial 
support for Save the Prairie 
Society’s projects and goals. 
This annual list represents 
support from October 1, 
2011 through September 
30, 2012. While care has 
been taken to record all 
donors correctly, mistakes 
can occur. If your name is 
misspelled or should appear 
and does not, please let us 
know and we will correct 
any errors in the next listing.

Donations up to $99.00
Nancy and Richard Almy
James Alwill
John Anderson
Carol L. Anglet*
James Arbuthnot*
Thomas and Janet Barnes-Holden*
Lisa Den Besten*
Steve Boese
Celeste Brancel
Brookfield Garden Club
J. H. and K. J. Bull*
Rita Charak*
Phyllis Coglianese
Peter and Beverly Ann Conroy*
Mary Cray*
Donna and Daniel Danielson
Anna Mae Davia*
Rita M. Dowd*
John and Diane Doyle*
Tim Draves
Ms. Edith Emmenegger
Carol Ewald*
John Field
Nancy and Warren Furey*
Garden Club of LaGrange Park
Lana Gits*
Vern Goers Greenhouse, Inc
Dr. David C. Grimwood*
Thomas and Karen Haggerty*
William Harlander*
John and Arlene Harrison*
Margie Hatter*
Karen Heerwagen
Mary Louise Hendrickson
Bruce and Darlene Howard*

Donations up to $99.00 Cont.
Tim and Lucille Hilger*
Gene and Kay Holzmeister*
Thomas & Janet Holden
Sally J. Jansen*
Robert and Eileen Kleps*
Jerrry Kolar*
Teena Kotchka
Alexandra Kotsakis
Gail Kroepel, PhD*
Katherine Kukec
Robert and Margaret Laatsch
Norman LaForce*
Kenneth and Barbra Larson*
Lois J. Santerior Trust
Marian Lynch*
Helen Lyons
Katherine and Paul Maca*
Bessie Magdalions
George and Nancy Maze
Rita McCabe*
Pamela Melichar
August and Eileen Neitzel
Joyce Nemec*
Mr. Richard Noeller
Elaine Pesek*
James Gill and Elaine Petkovsek
Dr. Margaret Pechota*
Judith Plum*
Plymouth Place Womans Club
Emily Polacek*
Kathleen and Roger Pona
Mildred D. Pultorak
S J. And J A. Putman
Drew and Patricia Reaves*
Tom Ranieri*
Geraldine Rennhack,
   IMO Suzanne Moreau
Robert & Geralynne Rode
Lois Santerior Trust
Dave Scheibelhut
Rick Schoenfield
Renate Schulz
William and Barbara Siebel*
Janet and Louis Stessl*
Margaret Tormay*
William Tucknott
Marla and Gregory Turek
George Allen Weick*
Gertrude Wimmer
John and Loretta Wolak*
Linda Workman
Tom and Barbara Worms*
Mark Widrlechner
Thomas and Barbara Worms
Susan J. Wright
Carol Zimmerman*

Donations Between $100 and $199
Josephine Anderson***
John R. Anderson
Rose Argo
The Roy Benedek Trust
Robert and Laura Boyd
Carol Brouk
Robert and Rosemary Carroll*
Elaine Collina*
Anne S. Duncan
Kirk Garanflo**
Lorl Garanflo
Matthew and Kathy Golland
Charles C. Haffner*
LaGrange Garden Cllub
George and Nancy Maze
Derek and Carol Metcalf IMO Grace Shouba
Ronald and Diana Nawrocki**
August and Eileen Neitzel
Joyce Nemec
Richard Noeller
Karen O’Hayer
James Robinson
Robert, Russ and Geralynne Rode
Susan Sanders**
Dave Scheibelhut
Eunice Schmidt*
Joanne Schmitz
Thomas Von Geldern and Cynthia Skrukrud
Raymond and Joan Wielgos
Vernon and Lorraine Witt**

Donations Between $200 and $249
John and Rose Argo
Jerome C. and Dr Diane Balin**
Robert and Laura Boyd
Elaine M Collina
Anne Mary Klaprat
Mary Ann Liebner Tanquery, Jean Liebner,  
and Ellen Liebner, IOM of Mary C. Liebner*
Mary and John Lofgren***
E. J. and Shonagh Neafsey**
James N. O’Connor**
James G. Picha
Joseph F. Pokorny
Raymond and Joan Wielgos
Alain and Barbara Wood-Prince

Donations Between $250 and $1000
Gerald and Karen Kolschowsky Fund
Unity Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Alain and Barbara Wood-Prince
Anonymous Event Donations:   $376.00

Donations Over $1000
EarthShare of Illinois

*includes new or renewed “Friends” membership/ ** Includes brick order/ *** Both

(Page 5: Biodiversity at Wolf Road Prairie 2012) 

Donors: October 1, 2011 - September 30th, 2012 
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LeConte’s Haploa moth -- Fidencio MarbellaBottle Gentian -- Fidencio MarbellaGold Finches On Prairie Dock -- 
Fidencio Marbella

The Buckeye with Honeybee -- Mike Roque

Rare Double Puff Ball Fungus
        -- John Banaszak

Northern Leopard Frog -- L. Godson Tiger Swallowtail -- E. J. NeafsayFritillary -- Fidencio Marbella

Milkweed Bug -- L. Godson Monarch -- Fidencio Marbella

The American Painted Lady -- Mike RoqueWhite tail Deer -- Fidencio Marbella
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(Left)  STPS 
Director, Dr. 
E. J. Neafsey 
lights up a 
Fall burn  
--L. Godson

STPS Secretary/Treasurer 
Jim Arbuthnot and 
his Teasil collection 
-L.Godson

Environmental Education and Restoration in 2012 

Prairie Society Member volunteers - Shonagh Neafsey

STPS Director 
Rita Mc Cabe 

greets the
 ECO-Ranger 
class from the 

Oak Park 
Conservatory

(Above) Some of the many 
wonderful Nazareth High School volunteers for 

2012  L. Godson/Banaszak
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DONORS Continued:  October 1, 2011 - November 30, 2012

Over Seven Hundred and Fifty Volunteer work hours were donated directly to restoration at Wolf Road Prairie and associated 
buffer areas in 2012.  Hundreds of additional hours were donated towards educational tours, the Prairie House and administering 
the Society. Thank you one and all for your selfless efforts in this great endeaver!

Volunteer Power! 

(The above represent new brick orders up to November 30, 2012)

 Commemorative Bricks ~  Make a Name for Yourself! 
Donors: Continued: October 1, 2011 - November 30, 2012 

Franzosenbusch Prairie House commemorative walkway north/front of 
house. Photot by Larry Godson

BALIN 11-29-11

from Jerome and 
Dr. Diane Balin

IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF

ELMORE BOEGER
1914-2009

from Mary + John Lofgren

KIRK GARANFLO

from Kirk Garanflo

PEARL
PRUITT

NEAFSEY

from Shonagh + E. J. Neafsey

COMMUNITY
BANK WESTERN 

SPRINGS

from Community Bank 
of Western Springs

IMO JAMES M
AND ALICE M

O’CONNOR

from James N. O’Connor

AXEL
PRUITT

NEAFSEY

from Jo Anderson

LOVE AND
RESPECT NATURE

JO ANDERSON

from Jerome and 
Dr Diane Balin

CYNTHIA
KATHERINE

BALIN 8-31-08

JULIA
STEPHANS

from Shonagh + E. J. Neafsey

Franzosenbusch Heritage Project, Annual Report
Thanks again to all the new Friends who joined our organization in the 
2011-2012 year—your support is important, and much appreciated. The 
Friends of the Prairie House received 29 new members this year, and 23 
of our old Friends renewed their membership. In the two-and-a-half years 
since its inception, the Friends Project has raised a total of $3500 through 
membership fees alone. The total reaches $5600 on the strength of an 
additional $2100 in donations raised to benefit the Prairie House Natural  
and Historical Museum Project. In keeping with one popular perk of its 
membership package, the Friends of-
fered four very different types of pro-
grams to members and, for a donation, 
to anyone else who was interested in 
the several communities we serve. 
Jack Doyle presented a typically in-
formative and well-attended program 
on “Streetcars of the Chicago Surface 
Line.” This was Part Two of a slide 
show presentation he gave earlier last 
year. The second event was presented
by me, Patricia Reaves, at the Riverside Library called “Dating Old 
Photographs.” I showed the evolution of photography, starting with the 
daguerreotypes of the 1840s, the ambrotypes 

of the 1850s and 1860s, continuing in ten-year intervals on 
through the 1920s. We discussed how surprisingly accurate one 
can determine the year a photograph was taken based on how 
subjects presented themselves, their clothing and hair styles, and 
the unique attire of each period. 

Shortly before her move to Kentucky, Lana Gits, who has been 
one of our most valuable leaders and contributors, led a “Historic 
Architectural Features of the Prairie House” tour in July. We 
were fortunate to be able to film her valuable recounting of the 
history research she has garnered over many years. As a nod to 
our original settlers, we also served German style treats on the 
porch of the house. We will miss Lana’s key contributions to 
our Sunday garden workdays that we held through spring, sum-
mer and fall, and her efforts in keeping the German herb garden 
thriving and spruced up. 

In November Shirley Slanker and I presented “Documents of the 
Past: Researching Cemeteries.” Shirley is the historical expert 
of our local cemeteries, and she is a driving force in maintain-
ing a local presence on the Internet site - www.findagrave.com. 

Patricia Reaves photo: L. Godson 

7 Continued on next page
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(Left) 
Computer 
generated 
image by Arris 
Architects 
and Planners 
showing top 
down view 
of completed 
Prairie House 
 

Prairie House Restoration
The updated Prairie House Architectural plans are complete. We are 
eagerly awaiting the completion of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources project to remove the remaining street and alley easements 
from the Nature Preserve. As you may know, one of these easements 
runs just East of our Prairie House and is the future location of our 
permeable brick parking lot. We understand that the title search on the 
portions of State-owned areas of the preserve which had originally been 
earmarked for streets and alleys in the 1920’s is about to be completed. 
The County has already removed the street easements from all areas 
that they own. We continue to work with the IDNR and the Illinois 
State Comptroller’s Office on this issue so that restoration construc-
tion can begin in 2013. Their continued support and cooperation is 
greatly appreciated.

October’s Harvest Fest at the Prairie House gave us a chance to 
meet many visitors who are also passionate about understanding 
and documenting our local history. To enhance the educational 
process, we set up a genealogical/historical information center with 
photographs, Platt maps and 
family history information. 
Our efforts were enriched by 
many local stories and recol-
lections visitors were nice 
enough to share with us, and 
as always, we hope to have 
helped them move further 
along their path of discov-
ery. We want to remind our 
members and those 
interested in joining the Friends that family history is part of our 
membership package: all members are entitled to a 30-minute 
consultation (in person or by computer) where we provide research 
tips and our extensive genealogical experience to help with

Franzosenbusch Heritage Project, 
Annual Report, Continued 

individual family history searches. With your membership card 
you have free access to four programs a year, and you will receive 
four newsletters as well. The Friends newsletter, which we call the 
Insider, just reached the milestone of its tenth edition. I hope that 
you enjoy the stories of local and historical interest as much as we 
enjoy putting them together, and we know this publication serves 
an important function in keeping all interested parties informed of 
our ongoing programs, both for the Friends of the Prairie House 
and the Save the Prairie Society. Another new development: both 
organizations now have a presence on the social networks Face-
book and Twitter. In the near future we aim to set up a separate 
Franzosenbusch Heritage Project site as well. Here’s wishing you 
Frohe Festtage (Happy Holidays), and here’s hoping your support 
continues to make things happen at the Prairie House.

Patricia Reaves, Chairperson
Franzosenbusch Heritage Project

We would like to welcome everyone to STPS’ social networking sites 
on Facebook and Twitter. Along with our homepage at savetheprairie-
society.org, our new social media sites are portals to ever-expanding 
content produced by STPS and its community.  Please join us by 
subscribing to our feeds, where you will find the latest information 
regarding Prairie events, read interesting articles from STPS members, 
view beautiful photos and get involved in a like-minded community of 
concerned nature enthusiasts. We want our sites to be a hub for com-
munity members to connect and share their thoughts, feelings, and 
experiences about our mission of ecological and historical preservation, 
conservation, and restoration.

To view our Facebook page, go to facebook.com/prairiesociety and 
subscribe using the “Like” button under the cover photo. All the latest 
activity from STPS will be added to your facebook feed.

To view our Twitter page, go to twitter.com/prairiesociety.  If you have 
a twitter account, you can subscribe by clicking the “Follow” button 
at the top, allowing for STPS tweets to appear in your Twitter feed.  

We are still growing so be sure to spread the word to family and friends 
as well. Hope to see you there!

Social Media Initiative

Larry Godson, 
Franzosenbusch Heritage Project 
Construction Committee

Frank Martino, STPS  
Associate Director 
IT Consultant

Lana Gits Architectural Tour/ photo:L.Godson
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Schools and Other Groups

Our sincere thanks to those who made this 
a year of rich and informative programs.

2012 Nature Programs, 
Presentations and Tours

Cub Scouts 3rd graders - Led by Johanna Potthoff, the scouts 
examined the differences among the three ecosystems on the prairie: 
savanna, prairie, and wetlands.
Girl Scouts 5th graders - Led by Johanna Potthoff, the scouts 
looked for evidence of insects and animals.

Longfellow School - Oak Park 3rd grade. Ninety students with  
parents and teachers (two sessions) - led by Roxanne Pasquinelli.  
Students were involved with observation, journaling and drawing  
on the prairie.

Brookfield Garden Club - Led by Char Krueger, the Garden Club 
members were interested in the ecological history of the prairie as well
 as plant identification.

Lyons Townshiip HS Environmental Summit - Students and 
teachers contributed volunteer hours at the prairie.

Lockport Township HS Interact Volunteer Organization
Students and teacher leaders assisted with house garden work and  
moving efforts 

Nazareth Academy High School
Special thanks to Nazareth Academy students who gave us hundreds  
of hours of volunteer work this year, as well as for several years past. 

Eagle scout candidate Ed Miller from St. Francis Xavier 
Church, troop 33, completed his required project -- a study of the 
habits of WRP’s deer population by working with STPS.

Elm Middle School’s 8th graders (from Elmwood) under the  
guidance of their teacher Geri Rode, raised plants for STPS, which  
were then sold to raise money for prairie restoration.

WANT TO MEET NEW PEOPLE?  
WORK IN  BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS? 

YOU WILL BE  APPRECIATED!

                   

Jim Arbuthnot, John Banaszak, Mary Cray, 
Lana Gits, Larry Godson, Frank Martino, 

Rita McCabe, Patricia Reaves, Drew Reaves,                          

ANNUAL  REPORT  COMMITTEE   

 WOLF ROAD PRAIRIE
 WORKDAYS

 Contact WRP Steward: Larry Godson, (708) 562-3280

EARTH SHARE OF ILLINOIS                                                                    
Support Save the Prairie Society                        
Through Workplace Giving

STPS is one of the founding members of EarthShare of Illinois (ESI).   
Through workplace giving campaigns ESI raises funds for more than 60 
organizations working to improve the environment. Contributions received 
through workplace giving represent a significant portion of annual income 
for STPS.  If you work for a company which supports annual workplace 
campaigns and ESI is not included, let us know. Call 708-442-9159 
for more information about introducing environmental choices to your 
workplace campaign.

Get involved! Help to maintain and restore The Wolf 
Road Prairie Nature Preserve and the surrounding area. 
Work at the Franzosenbusch Prairie House and gardens or 
lead groups through the prairie as a tour guide. Give us a 
call at 708-562-3280 and get involved!  We look forward 
to meeting you!  Eagle Scout  projects are Welcome.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to The Illi-
nois Department of Natural Resources and the 
Cook County Forest Preserve District for their 

continued efforts and support in acquiring, 
restoring and protecting

 Wolf Road Prairie and surrounding areas.

January      

February    
March       

April            

May                 
June              
July               

July               
August       

September  

October       
December    

A documentary -  “America’s Lost Landscape,                   
The Tallgrass Prairie,” at  LaGrange Park Library
Above presented at Western Spings Library
“The Use of Trees and Shrubs in a Sustainable                       
Landscape,” by Jeff Swano
“America’s Lost Landscape”, Riverside Library
Two Woodcock Walks by John Banaszak
Woodcock walk - John Banaszak 
Earth Day, Tours of  Prairie & Special Workday 
Prairie Bird walk conducted by Linda Padera 
Butterfly Seminar led by Stephanie Walquist 
Annual Insect Safari conducted by 
Larry Godson and Professor Mike Rush 
A guided tour by Beekeeper,  Dr. Jack Sisson. 
“Lemonade and Nature,” a show and tell on the                
deck of the Prairie House led by John Banaszak 
 “Perspective on Nature” by Steve Sullivan, 
Senior Curator of  Urban Ecology for The 
Academy of  Sciences.
National Public Lands Day Restoration 
Workday and Mornng Birdwalk.    
(Birdwalk  led by Linda Padera) 
Annual Prairie Harvest Fest 
A presentation by Green Home Specialist 
Scott Sanders, on energy efficent homes.

STPS VOLUNTEER DOCENTS
who gave their time to guide the groups below
 Jim Hodapp, Rita McCabe, Mary Cray, E.J. Neafsey, Shonagh 
Neafsey, Carol Brouk, Vivien McDermott,Neil McDermott, Earl 
Gose, John Banaszak and Larry Godson
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Past studies in our area by  
Chicago Wilderness and 
the Audubon Society in-
dicate that the population 
of the strikingly colorful 
red-headed woodpecker 
is in sharp decline. Re-
sponding to this decline, 
CW and Audubon, work-
ing with members of the 
Bird Conservation Net-
work, conducted a 2012 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Blitz. By compiling data 
about these year-round 
residents, bird conser-
vationists will better un-
derstand why red-headed 
woodpeckers are not 
thriving. Our Prairie’s 
BCN bird monitor, Linda 
Padera, took part in the 
blitz and was assigned an 
area that included WRP. 
As it turned out, the sum-
mer of  2012 was an op-

portune summer for gathering, breeding and habitat information on 
the red-headed woodpeckers. Observations from three ardent birders 
have enabled us to piece together the many perils and mishaps that 
one breeding pair faced and endured before successfully producing 
a fledgling. Linda Padera and Carol Brouk observed at different 
times during the day, while John Banaszak stood watch during the 
evening hours. Carol nicknamed our red-heads Mac and Mona, and 
the names stuck. Over the course of the summer breeding season, the 
red-headed woodpeckers focused on their work. After excavating a 
nesting cavity in a dead cottonwood tree, the pair’s first challenge 
was to stand guard against squatters. They successfully fended off an 
aggressive, persistent pair of starlings who were eyeing the nest for  

 

their own brooding purposes. Later, they chased off a female 
brown-headed cowbird, perhaps attempting to leave her own egg 
in the pair’s nest. A few days later, judging from their behavior, 
eggs were laid. Unfortunately, their efforts were in vain. A strong 
thunderstorm blew through WRP during which the cottonwood 
limb containing the nest cracked off at nest level. Initially the pair 
continued to defend the nest site: but the following week searing 
temperatures set in. Mac and Mona, however, did not give up. In 
July, they were observed mating and then tending a new nest site just 
one limb to the south in the same dead cottonwood. In late August 
one of the adults was observed removing a fecal sac - a sure sign 
that at least one egg had hatched. But Mac and Mona could not 
let their guard down. At one point, the nest was threatened by an 
American Kestrel. Mac and Mona gave chase and the kestrel went 
on his way. Foraging for food now became more intense and they 
could even be seen catching insects in the air, showing remarkable 
agility. Days later, a large red-tailed hawk did a fly-by and was 
pursued by one of the adults till the two could no longer be seen by 
our observer, though quite a racket could be heard in the shrubs and 
trees where their chase had taken them. The adult red-head returned, 
but the red-tailed hawk was not seen near the nesting site again. 
The smaller bird had made its point. Not too long after the incident 
with the hawk, a fledgling was observed flying around a leafy tree 
behind the nesting tree. A few days later, a fledgling was seen flying 
close to the cottonwood - perhaps the same one or maybe a sibling. 
After almost three months of watching the sustained struggle of 
these resilient and resourceful avian parents, our birders could not 
help but feel a sense of kinship towards them and a sense of pure 
joy upon witnessing the successful flight of their offspring. After 
observing the Prairie’s pair and that of other red-headed pairs in 
nearby areas, Linda noted that, “It has been tough on all of these 
birds. The Bird Blitz has been a real eye-opener for me. We can 
“know” something intellectually, but to actually see something play 
out gives one a much deeper understanding. Apart from all they 
have to deal with regarding habitat encroachment by humans, they 
have had to face repeated natural perils.”    
                                                                                                                                 
                  Rita McCabe and Linda Padera (Contributing Writer)

Mac and Mona: Two Determined Woodpeckers

WOLF ROAD PRAIRIE
& FRANZOSENBUSCH 

PRAIRIE HOUSE
11225 Constitution Drive

Westchester, IL 60154

Located between 31st Street and Constitution Drive,
west of Wolf Road, just 15 miles west of downtown Chicago.

Free parking along 31st Street or in the Prairie House parking lot.

For information, call 708-562-3280 or 708-531-l851.

Red-Headed Woodpecker-- Fidencio Marbella




